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2022 CONVENER’S REPORT 

 

Introduction 

This is my second report as Convener of the Scottish Place-Name Society. Sadly, it is also the third 

year in which the activities of the Society – as with life in general – have been curtailed by the 

Pandemic, and the ongoing restrictions on movement and meetings. Thanks to the wonders of the 

internet and AV technology, however, the Committee has continued to meet online, and to work 

together to further our core pursuits – in ways that you can read more about in the reports of the 

other office-bearers. 

 

Main Activities 

As is normally the case, our main activities in the year 2021-22 have been our Spring Conference & 

AGM, and our November Conference, both of which were held online using the Zoom platform. 

These gatherings continued the pattern of varied-programme and high-attendance established in 

November 2020, and led to a crop of papers which have been harvested for publication in the 

Society’s Newsletter. As previously, some of the materials used in the talks have also been uploaded 

to our website for ease of access. 

While the Committee had initially imagined that we would have to hold this month’s Spring 

Conference and AGM online, the improving conditions and easing of restrictions which came into 

sight with the new year prompted a ‘return to normal’, and the realisation – after several years in 

abeyance – of our long-promised visit to Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on the Isle of Skye. In testing the waters 

for this move, we conducted a survey of members. The responses stressed the various benefits and 

advantages of the online format of the previous two conferences, particularly in terms of widening 

participation. Apart from a few understandable concerns around health and safety, however, the 

vast majority of respondents were in favour of a return to the old standard of an in-person event, 

which we will proceed to enjoy directly after this AGM. But that is not to say that the Society will 

turn its back on our recent online successes. Indeed, in the future, we will look to include a mixture 

of online and in-person events in our portfolio of activities, including individual talks as well as whole 

conferences. Details will be shared with members in due course via our Newsletter, website, and 

mailing list. 

 

Other Conferences, Projects and Publications 

Faced with the same challenges as the SPNS, other societies have leant ever-heavily on the internet 

to support their events – The Society for Name Studies in Britain and Ireland and The English Place-

Name Society being two notable examples in our field. As with last year, major research projects, 

including The Place-Names of the Galloway Glens; The Place-names of the Coalfield Communities; 

and Iona's Namescape: Place-Names and their Dynamics in Iona and its Environs press onwards 
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towards their conclusions, alongside a number of smaller initiatives and investigations. Several of 

these may also, ultimately, feed into the Survey of Scottish Place-Names, which is emerging from the 

Pandemic with renewed vigour and purpose.  

In terms of publications, the year since our last AGM has seen the arrival of Richard Cox’ two-volume 

Aimean Tuineachaidh Leòdhais / The Settlement Names of Lewis (Clann Tuirc, Tigh a’ Mhaide, Brig 

o’Turk (2022)), and the second, revised edition of John Holliday’s Longships on the Sand: Viking and 

Later Medieval Settlement on the island of Tiree (An Iodhlann Press, Scarinish, Isle of Tiree (2021)). 

 

Elections for Committee Posts 

I am sorry to report that our long-standing Secretary, Liz Curtis, will be demitting office, and stepping 

down from her position on the Committee to focus on her research. I would like to convey my 

thanks – both personally, and on behalf of the rest of the Committee – for all the hard work she has 

done for us over the years. Liz will be joined in her departure, for similar reasons, and with an 

equally-fond farewell, by our former Convener, Carole Hough. 

This means that we have two vacancies on the Committee and one office-bearer role that we are 

eager fill. If any members would like to put themselves forward for Committee duties, they can 

express an interest by e-mailing me via convener@spns.org.uk, with a brief biography highlighting 

their interests in Scottish Place-Names. Election will be via a vote at the AGM. The same goes for the 

role of Secretary – the main duty of which involves the taking, preparation and circulation of 

minutes of Committee meetings, which are held around 4-5 times a year. 

Finally, our Newsletter editor, Bill Paterson is looking to pass on the reigns, in whole or in part, after 

many successful years in the role. Anyone with talents in this area would like to find out more 

and/or volunteer their services should contact Bill via newsletter@spns.org.uk for further details. 

 

*** 

 

Alan Macniven (SPNS Convener) 9 May 2022 
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