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Place-names from Old English

Number 

of place-

names

Number of 

OE place-

names

Percentage 

of OE place-

names

Berwick-

shire

212 102 48%

Peebles-

shire

38 7 18%

Roxburgh-

shire

100 57 57%

Selkirk-

shire

35 10 29%



Johnston, Place-Names of Berwickshire, pp. 7-8

“Berwick is the most English county in Scotland”

Blythe R. Hutton

Cambois or -bus Kello

Chesters Nesbit

Edington Preston

Fairnley Redheugh

Fawns Row- or Ruchester

Fawside Sacriston Heugh

Flass Todridge

Greenridge or -rig Whitchester



Doublets – Peebles-shire

Blythe (West Linton) < OE blīðe ‘gentle, pleasant’ 

• Blythe (LAU) BWK

• Blithe Nth, Blyth Nt, Nb, Blythe Wa, St

Broughton (BGK) < OE brōc ‘stream’ + OE tūn ‘village’

• Bratton Sa, Bratton Seymour So, Brocton St (x 2), 

Brockton Sa (x 4), Brotton YN, Broughton Bk (x 2), Db, 

Hu, La, Lei (x 2), Nt, O (x 2), W, Wo, YN (x 2), YW

West Linton < OE līn ‘flax’ + OE tūn ‘village’

• Linton C, Db, He, YE, YN, YW



Doublets – Peebles-shire

Stanhope (Drumelzier) Stainhope (1618)

< Scots stane ‘stone’ + hope ‘valley’

Cf. Stanhope Du < OE stān ‘stone’ + hop ‘valley’ 



Doublets – Selkirkshire

Ashkirk < OE æsc ‘ash-tree’ + cirice ‘church’

• Ashchurch Gl

Bowhill (SLK) < OE boga ‘bow’ + OE hyll ‘hill’

• Bowhill D

Fairnilee (CDF) < OE færnige ‘ferny’ + OE lēah ‘clearing’

• Fernilee Db

Sunderland (SLK) < OE sundor-land ‘land set apart or detached’

• Sunderlandwick YE, Sinderland Ch, Sunderland Cu, Du, La, Wo, 

YW

Torwoodlee (CDF) < OE wudu ‘wood’ + OE lēah ‘clearing’

• Woodleigh D



Doublets – Roxburghshire (1)

Fenwick (HAW) < OE fenn ‘fen’ + wīc ‘farm’ 

• Fenwick Nb (x 2), YW

Harden (ROB) < OE hara ‘hare’ + denu ‘valley’

• Harding W

Heiton (ROX) < OE hēah ‘high’ + tūn ‘village’ 

• Hampton Wa, Wo, Heanton D, Heaton La (4), Nb (3), YW (5), 

Hinton Brk, D, Gl, Ha (3), He, So (4), W (2)

Kelso < OE calc ‘chalk’ + hōh ‘hill-spur’

• Chalchenho (c.1260) C

Lanton (JED) < OE lang ‘long’ + tūn ‘village’ 

• Langton Do, K, L, Lei, We, YN, Longton La, St

Midlem (BOW) < OE middel ‘middle’ + OE hām ‘homestead, village’

• Middleham Du, YN 



Doublets – Roxburghshire (2)

Nesbit (CRA) < OE *nesu ‘nose(-shaped)’ + OE bite ‘bit (of land)’

• Nisbet (EDR) BWK

• Nesbit Du

Redden (SPR) OE hræfn ‘raven’ + OE denu ‘valley’

• Ravensden Bd

Softlaw (SPR) < OE sōfte ‘soft’ + OE hlāw ‘hill’

• Softley Du

Threepwood (MEL) < OE þrēap ‘dispute’ + OE wudu ‘wood’ 

• Threapwood Ch, Threepwood Nb

Whitton (MOR) < OE hwīt ‘white’ or pers.n. Hwīt + OE tūn ‘village’ 

• Whitton Du, Mx, Nb, Sa, Sf, etc.

Wilton (HAW) < OE wilig ‘willow’ + OE tūn ‘village’ 

• Willoughton L 



Selkirk

OE sele ‘hall’ + OE cirice ‘church’

‘church by the hall’ (Grant 2010)

‘Church by a hall’ (Mills 2011)

‘Church by a Hall’ (Everett-Heath 2005)

‘church by a hall’ (Room 2003)

‘hall church’ (Dorward 1995)

‘church by the hall’ (Wikipedia)



Smith, English Place-Name Elements



OE sele

‘It makes best sense of the evidence to assume that 

the primary meaning of sele is not “hall” but “abode, 

dwelling”.’ (De Roo 1980, 115)



Johnston, Place-Names of Scotland



VEPN

OE cirice ‘church’ as generic: 67



Types of specifics with OE cirice ‘church’

Number Percentage 

Other buildings 0 0%

Descriptive of church building 21 31%

Dedications 13 19%

Other personal names 20 30%

Other elements (position, site, 

new, congregation)

13 19%

Total 67 99%(because 

percentages are 

rounded to 

whole numbers)



Smith, English Place-Name Elements



Smith, English Place-Name Elements



‘Other elements’ with cirice ‘church’

OE æsc ‘ash-tree’ > Ashchurch Gl

OE fenn ‘fen’ > Fancherchestrate (1283) Ln

OE ofer ‘ridge’ > Overchurch Ch

?OE wudu ‘wood’ > Woodchurch Ch, K, Woodkirk YW

?OE gærs ‘grass’ > Gracechurch Ldn



Borders place-names from OE cirice ‘church’

Channelkirk BWK > OE cild ‘young monk’

Hobkirk ROX > OE hop ‘valley’

Ashkirk SLK > OE æsc ‘ash-tree’
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Nicolaisen, Names of Towns & Cities in Britain



Types of specifics with OE cirice ‘church’

Number Percentage 

Other buildings 0 0%

Descriptive of church building 21 31%

Dedications 13 19%

Other personal names 20 30%

Other elements (position, site, 

new, congregation)

13 19%

Total 67 99%(because 

percentages are 

rounded to 

whole numbers)



Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England

• Seleburg

• Selecoll

• Selered

• Selethryth

• Seleweald

• Selewine

• Selheard

• Selred



English Place-Names

OE *Seli > ?Selsdon Sr

OE *Sele > ?Selesgrof (1338) K



Durham Liber Vitae

Selebeorht (m.) - 9th century

Seleburh (f.) - 9th and 12th centuries



People of Medieval Scotland
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Selkirk

OE sele ‘hall’ + OE cirice ‘church’

OR

OE *sele ‘willow copse’ + OE cirice ‘church’

OR

OE *Sele (pers. name) + OE cirice ‘church’
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