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Welcome

Welcome to The Berwickshire Place-Name Resource. This resource has been created by the research project Recovering the
Earliest English Language in Scotland: Evidence from place-names, funded by The Leverhulme Trust at the University of
Glasgow from 2016 to 2019. Over the course of four years, the project team surveyed the place-names of the historical county
of Berwickshire (now part of the Scottish Borders Council Area), collecting and analysing early spellings from medieval and
later documents and maps, undertaking fieldwork, and talking to local people, in order to uncover the languages and

meanings of the names. More information on the project is available here, and the place-names can be searched here.

The online resource offers early forms and analysis for all 1,224 Berwickshire place-names on the Ordnance Survey Landranger
map series (1:50,000). This map series was chosen because it includes the names of all settlements and major landscape
features throughout the county. Another output of the project is forthcoming as a volume within the Survey of Scottish Place-
Names ( The Place-Names of Berwickshire Volume 1: The Tweedside Parishes), and will offer even fuller coverage of six
parishes along the border with England, including names of small landscape features such as streams and fishing pools. Also
nearing completion is a PhD thesis on Berwickshire hill names. Other publications resulting from the project utilise evidence
from the place-names to explore topics such as early settlement, language varieties, literary influence, source materials and

types of formation; publications are listed here. A recent (2020) example of such work (published elsewhere under the aegis

of the Forum for Research into the Languages of Scotland and Ulster) appears here, as part of this site. Taken together, they

throw important new light on the languages and history of this part of the Borders.

In addition to its core aim of using place-names to investigate the Northumbrian variety of Old English and its development
into Older Scots, the project pioneered a new mode of disseminating place-name research electronically, discussed more
fully here. Traditionally, the results of place-name survey are published as hard-copy volumes, as with the forthcoming The
Place-Names of Berwickshire Volume 1. By developing an innovative relational database for the creation and editing of place-

name records, the project has been able to generate The Berwickshire Place-Name resource as a freely available, searchable
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Element Glossary

Language: Old English (OE) v
There are 102 elements for this language:

(ge)l=t 1 place-name
Part of Speech: N, Gender N

'A leat, lade, conduit for water', a reduced form of OE wetergelat (n.) 'a water-course, an aqueduct', glossing
Latin colimbus (Bosworth-Toller Dictionary). See too EPNE under (ge)let(e), which in the plural can also mean 'junction of roads,
meetings of ways' (Bosworth-Toller under ge-late).

*bircen 1 place-name
Part of Speech: Aj

'Birchen, growing with birch-trees'. The adjective is not independently recorded until 1481 (OED, s.v. birchen), but is evidenced in
English place-names from early Middle English and possibly late Old English (VEPN, s.v.).



. B{eihied P ace-names from Old English
Number |[Number of |Percentage
of place- |OE place- |of OE place-
names |names names

Berwick- (212 102 48%
shire
Peebles- |38 14 18%
shire
Roxburgh-|100 57 57%
shire
Selkirk- |35 10 29%
shire




QOBNERY Johnston, Place-Names of Berwickshire, pp. 7-8

& of Glasgo

“Berwick is the most English county in Scotland”

Blythe R.
Cambois or -bus
Chesters
Edington

Fairnley

Fawns

Fawside

Flass

Greenridge or -rig

Hutton

Kello

Nesbit

Preston

Redheugh

Row- or Ruchester
Sacriston Heugh
Todridge
Whitchester



Uan@l’SltY Doublets — Peebles-shire
& of Glasgow

Blythe (West Linton) < OE blide ‘gentle, pleasant’
« Blythe (LAU) BWK
« Blithe Nth, Blyth Nt, Nb, Blythe Wa, St

Broughton (BGK) < OE bréoc ‘stream’ + OE tdan ‘village’

« Bratton Sa, Bratton Seymour So, Brocton St (x 2),
Brockton Sa (x 4), Brotton YN, Broughton Bk (x 2), Db,
Hu, La, Lei (x 2), Nt, O (x 2), W, Wo, YN (x 2), YW

West Linton < OE /in flax’ + OE tdn ‘village’
« Linton C, Db, He, YE, YN, YW




Uan@l’SltY Doublets — Peebles-shire
& of Glasgow

Stanhope (Drumelzier) Stainhope (1618)

< Scots stane ‘stone’ + hope ‘valley’

Cf. Stanhope Du < OE stan ‘stone’ + hop ‘valley’




Uan@l’SltY Doublets — Selkirkshire
& of Glasgow

Ashkirk < OE asc ‘ash-tree’ + cirice ‘church’
* Ashchurch Gl

Bowhill (SLK) < OE boga ‘bow’ + OE hyll *hill’
 Bowhill D

Fairnilee (CDF) < OE faernige ‘ferny’ + OE /éah ‘clearing’
* Fernilee Db

Sunderland (SLK) < OE sundor-land ‘land set apart or detached’

 Sunderlandwick YE, Sinderland Ch, Sunderland Cu, Du, La, Wo,
YW

Torwoodlee (CDF) < OE wudu ‘wood’ + OE /éah ‘clearing’
* Woodleigh D




UmVGl’SltY Doublets — Roxburghshire (1)

& of Glasgow

Fenwick (HAW) < OE fenn ‘fen’ + wic ‘farm’
 Fenwick Nb (x 2), YW

Harden (ROB) < OE hara ‘hare’ + denu ‘valley’

 Harding W

Heiton (ROX) < OE héah ‘high’ + tdn ‘village’

« Hampton Wa, Wo, Heanton D, Heaton La (4), Nb (3), YW (5),
Hinton Brk, D, Gl, Ha (3), He, So (4), W (2)

Kelso < OE calc ‘chalk’ + héh ‘hill-spur’
 Chalchenho (c.1260) C

Lanton (JED) < OE /ang ‘long’ + tdn ‘village’
« Langton Do, K, L, Lei, We, YN, Longton La, St

Midlem (BOW) < OE middel ‘middle’ + OE ham ‘homestead, village’
 Middleham Du, YN




UmVGl’SltY Doublets — Roxburghshire (2)

& of Glasgow

Nesbit (CRA) < OE *nesu ‘nose(-shaped)’ + OE bite ‘bit (of land)’
* Nisbet (EDR) BWK
* Nesbit Du

Redden (SPR) OE hreefn ‘raven’ + OE denu ‘valley’
 Ravensden Bd

Softlaw (SPR) < OE softe ‘soft’ + OE hlaw ‘hill’
« Softley Du

Threepwood (MEL) < OE préap ‘dispute’ + OE wudu ‘wood’
« Threapwood Ch, Threepwood Nb

Whitton (MOR) < OE hwit ‘white’ or pers.n. Hwit + OE tdn ‘village’
« Whitton Du, Mx, Nb, Sa, Sf, etc.

Wilton (HAW) < OE wilig ‘willow’ + OE tdn ‘village’

* Willoughton L




Selkirk

OE sele ‘hall’ + OE cirice ‘church’

Unlver51t
& of Gl asgowy

‘church by the hall’ (Grant 2010)
‘Church by a hall’ (Mills 2011)

‘Church by a Hall' (Everett-Heath 2005)
‘church by a hall’ (Room 2003)

‘hall church’ (Dorward 1995)

‘church by the hall’ (Wikipedia)




é[a g}gﬁifg%twsf Smith, English Place-Name Elements

sele! OE, ‘a dwelling, a house, a hall’, chiefly found in C .Er‘. tr
is often difficult to dlstmgmsh from (ge)sell, as in La
(hlaw), and halh, as in Markshall Ess 396, Ringshall £
( ) Seldon D (dun), Selhurst Sx (hyrst), Silbury ¥

(b) Seal(e) K, Sr, Sele Sx, South Zeal D; Lmdsell*} (1
Newsells Hrt (niwe). [~ salr.] ‘

24




7 Universit
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‘It makes best sense of the evidence to assume that
the primary meaning of sele is not “hall” but “"abode,
dwelling”.” (De Roo 1980, 115)




s Sl Johnston, Place-Names of Scotland

of Glasgow




A University
< of Glasgow

VEPN

The Vocabulary
= | of
'{'. ' English Place-Names

CEAFOR—-COCK-PIT

OE cirice ‘church’ as generic: 67




gfé‘;?é%twy Types of specifics with OE cirice ‘church’

Number |Percentage
Other buildings 0 0%
Descriptive of church building |21 31%
Dedications 13 19%
Other personal names 20 30%
Other elements (position, site, |13 19%
new, congregation)
Total 67 99% (because
percentages are
rounded to

whole numbers)



é[a g}gﬁifg%twsf Smith, English Place-Name Elements

sele! OE, ‘a dwelling, a house, a hall’, chiefly found in C .Er‘. tr
is often difficult to dlstmgmsh from (ge)sell, as in La
(hlaw), and halh, as in Markshall Ess 396, Ringshall £
( ) Seldon D (dun), Selhurst Sx (hyrst), Silbury ¥

(b) Seal(e) K, Sr, Sele Sx, South Zeal D; Lmdsell*} (1
Newsells Hrt (niwe). [~ salr.] ‘

24




VeS8 Smith, English Place-Name Elements
& of Glasgow

sﬂl sy R }
ele‘ OE: T U R ER
is often difficult to «

*sele? OE (Angl; Kt)y %
to distinguish |
(a) Selborne H
Sllchester




Uan@l’SltY ‘Other elements’ with cirice ‘church’
& of Glasgow

OE &sc ‘ash-tree’ > Ashchurch Gl
OE fenn ‘ten’ > Fancherchestrate (1283) Ln
OE ofer ‘ridge’ > Overchurch Ch

?0E wudu ‘wood’ > Woodchurch Ch, K, Woodkirk YW
?0E geers ‘grass’ > Gracechurch Ldn




Unlvel’slt Borders place-names from OE cirice ‘church’
& of Glasgo

Channelkirk BWK > OE cild ‘young monk’
Hobkirk ROX > OE hop ‘valley’
Ashkirk SLK > OE esc ‘ash-tree’
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I ' gj%félﬁir Nicolaisen, Names of Towns & Cities in Britain

Selkirk (sLx, Scotland): (?) Hall
""urc}“ (S(/e‘chirche c. 1120, Seles-
(/ irche c¢. 1136, Selekirke 1165-
214). Tbe first element is probably
O*u English sele ‘hall, dwelllng A
although a personal name is also
possible. However, it is not ‘Shiel-
xirk” or ‘church of the Selgovae’.

L



gfé‘;?é%twy Types of specifics with OE cirice ‘church’

Number |Percentage
Other buildings 0 0%
Descriptive of church building |21 31%
Dedications 13 19%
Other personal names 20 30%
Other elements (position, site, |13 19%
new, congregation)
Total 67 99% (because
percentages are
rounded to

whole numbers)



gfé‘;?é%twy Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England

« Seleburg

« Selecall

« Selered

« Selethryth
« Seleweald
« Selewine
« Selheard

« Selred




M Universit ' -
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OE *Seli > ?Selsdon Sr

OE *Sele > ?Selesgrof (1338) K




[petUNGRISM Durham Liber Vitae
& of Glasgow

Selebeorht (m.) - 9t century

Seleburh (f.) - 9t and 12 centuries




NSOl People of Medieval Scotland
of Glasocow

PEOPLE OF MEDIEVALSCOTLAND
1093 - 1371

SEARCH NETWORKS MAP INFORMATION ABOUT HELP

Home > Scarch > Scleburh (mother of Richard)

You can cite this record using this snippet: POMS, no. 14466 (https://poms.ac.uk/record/person/14466/; accessed 09 March 2025)

SELEBURH (MOTHER OF RICHARD)

FAMILY CONNECTIONS » Gephi Visualisation

Total number of associated factoids: 2
Relationship factoids (2)

Listing items 1 to 2, page 1 of 1

circa 1180 X circa 1221 Son of Seleburh (mother of Richard) (Familial relationship) object (relationship) 3/586/2 (ND, App., no. 173)

<< First <Previous 1 Next> Last>>

1189 X 1207 Son of Seleburh (mother of Richard) (Familial relationship) object (relationship) 3/586/1 (ND, App., no. 172)
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Selkirk

Unlver51t
& of Gl asgowy

OE sele ‘hall’ + OE cirice ‘church’
OR
OE *sele ‘willow copse’ + OE cirice ‘church’
OR
OE *Sele (pers. name) + OE cirice ‘church’
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