Placenames and the dating of settlement and peat clearanc
the Carse of Stirling
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@ implement with whale skeleton Smithel, 2010

Fig. 17. coastline at ca 7800 (6900), showing the location of Early Prehistoric (Mesolithic) implements associated with whale skeletons.
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Bogs and people since 1600

;I;Ss)Smé)ut 1997, in L Parkyn, RE Stoneman and HAP Ingram
» Lonserving Peatlands, Oxford (Wallingford), 162-7.

:Z:::alt]‘;e it:r:; getallcdbgeographical accounts of Scotland be.gan to be written,
27 1’years etween 1630 and 17:30, Fhe reputation of bog; stood

: esource. Thus at Fetteresso in Kincardineshire the parish was
said to be supplied with ‘inexhaustible mosses, wherein are digged the best of
peats, very little if anything inferior to coals’, from which the inhabitants
supplied not only themselves and the neighbouring communities of Dunnottar,
Inverbervie and Stonehaven, but also Aberdeen some 15 miles away (Mitchell
1?06, I, 248). At Cortachy in Angus ‘the hills and glens of this county abound
with excellent moss and muir for feuell, with wild fowl of different kinds, and
sometimes with deer and roe’ (Ibid., I, 284). A description of Aberdeen and
Banff by Robert Gordon of Straloch, probably of the 1630s, says that ‘there is
no occasion here for stoves; the hearths are well supplied with peat, which is
dug out of the ground, and is black and bituminous, not light and spongy, but
heavy and firm’ (Ibid., I, 268). A parish with ‘moss ground’ was blessed, like
Keith: it had ‘great plenty of fir under ground, which the people thereabouts
dig up some two fathoms deep, and by this they are served with winter light
and timber for their houses. In this hill is a large peat bank about six or seven
foot deep and near two miles long’ (Ibid., I, 89). A parish without such
resources was cursed: of Cushnie it was said ‘it is a poor countrey both for
corn and pasture, and exceeding scarce of Fewel’ (Ibid., I, 31). Of the lower
ground of Morayshire near the coast it was observed that ‘they suffer from
scarcity of peats for fuel, which is the only inconvenience felt by this highly
favoured region, but even that in few places, and they remedy it by hard
drinking in company, for this also must be admitted’ (Ibid., II, 457). The
implication seems to have been that if you could not warm yourself with peat
you needed to warm yourself with whisky.

This generally cheerful and positive attitude towards bogs may be con-
trasted with the attitudes that came to rule in the following century, the age of
the agricultural improvers, when the old assumption that natural resources were
a given, changed to one where they were regarded as capable of betterment. To
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century improvers, peat bogs cried out
for money and effort to transform them from waste into arable land, even
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though locally in parts of the countryside the exhaustion of peat supplies was
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Reclamation of mossland was not itself new: as earlz as 1724 it was

observed that parts of Flanders Moss ‘by casting, pareing and burning’ had
been in some places ‘cut quite thorow and made arable ground’ (Ibid., 1, 341).

' airdrummond Moss nearby, by the notable
improver Lord Kames, was hailed as a national benefit, greater even than
that conveyed by David Dale in founding his famous cotton manufactory at
New Lanark. Both had employed displaced Highlanders, wrote William Aiton
in 1811, but whereas at Blair Drummond ‘the moss colony remain healthy and
happy, delighting in their situations, warmly attached to their patron, and to the
Government, daily increasing in wealth, and rearing a numerous offspring,
ready to extend their brawny arms, in the cultivation of the dreary wastes, or to
repel their country’s foes’, those in the cotton mill ‘became discontented with
their situation, and soon abandoned it’. That ‘several hundreds of ignorant and
indolent Highlanders’ went on Aiton, were ‘converted into active, industrious,
and virtuous cultivators, and many hundreds of acres of the least possible value
rendered equal to the best land in Scotland are matters of the highest national
interest, to which I can discover no parallel in the cotton mill colony’ (Aiton

1811, 341-2).




languages

There are 6 main languages that make up the plammes of Scotland
(note: dates relate to the Carse of Stirling)

Pictish (pCeltic north of the River Forth) [before ¢.900]

British or Brittonic (gCeltic south of the River Forth) [before ¢.900]
Gaelic [? ¢.700 to 1200]

Old English

Norse

Scots (+ Scottish Standard English) [? from ¢.1140]

These languages are not equally represented all over the country either
space or time

n
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Map showing the overlay of different languages that make up
the placenames of Scotland

Simon Taylor, 2002
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Kincardinan-Menteith Parish

Youngest names
In Scottish Standard English

Kirk Lane from 1800
Somers Lane from 1800
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Kincardinan-Menteith cont.

British
Kincardine Geann+en/  NRSY WF2NI Q wMulgodi?) E mmbp 6

Gaelic
Cambusdrenn€amadDraighnigh? 0 SY R 2 F (0KS 8423 O1 G K2 Ny
BaadScMata, OGbat (ba:dd Wo01223 (I Q
OchtertyreUachdarTireW dzLJLJS NJ LJ- NJ1422 F 60U KSO I yYRQ

Scots
DripScthreipWRSoF S 6t S f MPRT RAALIHzOSR f YR
Westwood 1472 )
Chalmerstor(Jame<Chauymers Of SNJ 0 G4KS {1 Ay3aA&d | OK
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W2 Ky wS NheXarse ofsstirlng i
the Thirteenth and Fourteenth
I Sy (i dzNSPISSINRWNS6 224

The Carse of Stirling with surviving areas of 70ss
(vellow-green) and other areas of moss on the mid 18"
century military survey by General Roy (orange). Red
dots Celtic place-names; blue dots Scots/ English




Eastern Carse
Battle in 711¢ mentioned in Irish annals and Angf@axon Chronicle.
Carsachearliest term for the Carsen record from c. 1140, but might have an underlying

BritishcorsP NBESRAS NHzZAKS&X A4SRISQY dzaASR LINBU G ¢
YSi2yeéyvyez 2F YIFINAKSA YR agl yYLaQ

\’

Candie, 1683ritishcantg A {1 K | & dzZFFAE YSIFyAy3 Wo 2dzy RI
near the Forth.

Doll, North and South on current OS, ¢.1750, BriddtW 6  MSNR2 63 KI dzZ3 K Q

Gaelic
Kersie- Carsyrnl 195 (seeCarsaclabove).

Bothkennarc.1250 British or old GaebhothWK dzi & OK dzZNODK Q IChirdga U K.
an lrish saint. One of 4 churches on or very near the carse.




Auchentyre- achadhan tsacirW FA St R 2F (GKS OF NLISY 4 S N.
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Coldkitchenl 727, which contains GoitcheannOGcoitchenn?O2 YY 2y S I NI | Ay

A cluster ofdail-namesalong the River Carron contadlail (borrowed from Britdol
WgI-WSNR2g> KI dAKQOD

DalderseDaldris1165x 1214, containing @risWi K2 N~ o0 NJ Yo f S & ¢
Dalbeathmp o @ WO A NOK K| dzZ3KQ®

DalgrainDalgranel500 withgrianW3a N} @S { K| dzEak ‘@3 N2 Ny Q32 &
DalhungryDalguymryl502 containingomractt WO2y Tt dzZSy OS K| d
Dalratho1553 containingaths WT 2 NI Kl dZAKQ®

Scots

Grange 1362, a monastic farm, earlier cakdabotsgrangeon land given to Holyrood
Abbey in c.1140.
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? BLANCKLANDgranted to Newbattle Abbey)

et unamsalinamde Blankelandel140 x 1152David IChrsno. 98
? unamsalinariumin Kalentyr1140 x 115®avid 1Chrsno 114
et unamsalinamde Blancklandel 165 x 1173RRS no 61

GrassomStirlingshire, 1817, nis.uk



