Saintly Confusion:
St Machar, St Ciaran
and Machri-kill




Old Statistical

Account:
Vol X 1794
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0.53

Mifeellanesns Oifervations —=In antiquity, this parilh has
nothing very rare or curious to boaft of. At a place celled

Machry kill] there remain the veftiges of a {mall ¢nurch or

chapel, probably dedicated o | St Macariu{.-—ln ths 'uriﬂ\,
and indeed throughout Carrick, the names of places, ner evi-
dently modern, are all of Celtic origin; and by a fkilfull ety
mologift might all perhaps be traced to fome local circom-
flance or peculiarity of firuation. A confidersble number oc-
cur in compofition with the words Bal, Drum, Knock, and
Kil: as DBalibeg, (3. . lictle town) Balcamy, Drumgirnan,
Deamockreen, Knockrocher, Knockgerran, Kilochan, Kilkerronm,
Kilgromic, There arc many more which cannot be reduced
to any of thefe claflus,




Chalmers Caledonia, 1824

In this parish, which was anciently of much greater extent, there
were several chapels. There was one dedicated to St. Machar,
and named from him Machri-Kil, which stood on a rivulet about
half-a-mile north-west from the old castle of Kilkerran, at a place
which still bears the name of Machrikil, where the ruins of the

chapel are extant.

Repeated in Paterson, ‘History of the County of Ayr’ Vol. 1, 1847 p.373



Machri-Kil
Machri-Kil
Machri-Kil

MachryKiln OS Name Book Entry, 1852

Machrikil
Machrykill

There was a church dedicated to St Machar & named from him Machri Kil
which stood on a rivulet about half a mile north west from the old Castle
Kilkerran at a place which still bears the name of Machrikil. Pattersons History
of Ayr

There is no trace of the building except a remarkable stone which is supposed
to have been the baptismal font



Archaeological & Historical Collections of Ayr and Wigtown 1883, Vol. lll, pp 99-106




"THE- hard work- of five
Ayrshire ‘eenagers may
result in the site of an an-
cient chapel being classified
as an Ancient Monument.

The youn sters are all

members of the Dailly Duke

of Edinburgh Award Group,
and are carrying-out the
work as part of the Award
Scheme.

Four of them are brothers *

and sisters —
Colin and Kevin Davidson.

Mary, Ann,

Early chapel site

The fifth member of the

éoung archaeological team is
hristopher Ferguson. -~
The man behind the
scheme is Serﬁeant David
Hunter of Strathclyde Police
who lives in the village and
is a keen local historian.
They were also assisted by
his wife, Susan. .
Their research and work

DI

s

has -restored what may be
the earliest Christian site in
Ayrshire.

The tiny chapel site is
Machar-a-Kill on the lower
slopes of Barony Hill just

went_io Rome where he was
.apg‘omted Bishop of Tours
1n rrance.

But prior to this, Machar
travelled extensively in’
Scotland. He can be traced
as far north as Aberdeen
where his name is given to -
St. Machar's Cathedral.

Machar came to Scotland
with St. Columba. He was
educated by him and finally

Now the group hi.s
ublished a report on their
indings and are hoping that

L the site is recognised as an

Ancient Monument.




Why implicate St.
Ciaran?
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https://canmore.org.uk/site/40860/kilkerran-castle




Dail Mhaol Chiarain

Dailly
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Dail Mhaol Chiarain

Dailly




Dalmakeran
Dalmakeran
Dalmakerane

Dalmakerran
Ballmekeran

Dalmulkerane
Daly from

Dail Mhaol Chiarain

1936 Dail mo Chiarain

1 306 Question: How do we get from
Dalmulkerane to Daly in one
1 306 bound (or 84 years!)?

1306
1306

1404
1490



Failte gu Seann Dail Chiarain
Welcome to Old Dailly
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Ciaran mac an t-Saeir of Cluain Mhic Nois
who died in 549 (Watson CPNS 187)

Would the
real St. Ciaran
please stand

up?

Ciaran of Saigir (pre-Patrick?) is Watson’s other
| possibility from 22 other saintly Ciarans on
record.







Machrikil/Machair na Cille
or Machaire Cille

Machringill 1546
Machrinkill 1650
Machrymkil 1654
Mauchri Kill 1774
Mauchrikill 1775
Mauchrikill 1820
Mauchrikiln 1828
Machri-kil 1847
Machrikil 1856
Machri-kil 18390




“Drumwhirn/Druim a’ Chuirn




Machrikil 1856 OS1

Tenant, Couper supposedly destroyed the site (rectanguls
still evident in 1856 but fenced in by 1894.
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Machrikil 1894 OS2 and LIDAR
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LIDAR reflects the enclosure with odd quincunx pattern- coincidentally resembling the OS antiquity symbol
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St Martin’s Cross, lona
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Dalchorane 1324

Dallochorane 1404

Dalecarne 1415

Dalquharane 1538 Dail Chiarain?

Dalquhorrane 1538 https://saintsplaces.gla.ac.uk/place.php?id=1362420329

Dalquhorrane 1538 _

Dalquhorrane 1538 Dalquharran is presumably the same name as
Dalmakerran, the alternative name for the

Dalquhorane 1539 parish of Dailly

Dalquharne 1540

Dalquharrane 1542 The saints DB doesn’t mention Machrikil.

Dalquharrane 1542

Dalchorane 1545

Dalchouane 1546

Dalchouane 1546 Dail @’ Chorainn fits better?

Dalchorrane 1548

Dalchorran 1551

Dalchorrane 1552

Dalquhorrane 1552

Dalchorrane 1553

Dalchorane 1554

Dalchorran 1554

Dalquharren 1554


https://saintsplaces.gla.ac.uk/place.php?id=1362420329

Dalguharran < Dail a’ Chorrain ‘holm of the promontory’?
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Ballenclonochans 1329
Balmaclennochan 1329
Bellinclennochennis 1329
Ballemaclewnekana 1364
Balmaclewhane 1371
Balmaclewhane 1371

Balemaclawnathan 1383

Barmaclannochane 1528

Baile Mhic ‘llle Onchan
Barr Mhic ‘llle Onchan

Onchu
Clonmore, County Carlow, Leinster
(Watson CPNS 188)

Also nearby Killochan, Cill Onchan

MacClannochanis a reasonably frequent SW surname



Sequence

Cill Ciaran centre of a cult of St. Ciaran (of Cluain Mhic Nois?)

Field in which the cell was located called Machair na Cille/Machaire Cille

Parish named for a devotee of Ciaran/the saint himself — Dail Mhaol Chiarain
or Dail mo Chiarain

Nearby Fergusson 15th C towerhouse was named from the cell -Kilkerran

Fergussons took over Balmaclannochan in the late16th C and re-named it
Kilkerran after their towerhouse.

Machair na Cille connection with Ciaran was forgotten and the ruins
associated with St Machar due to the superficial similarity with the word
machair.
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