
Saintly Confusion: 
St Machar, St Ciarán 
and Machri-kill



Old Statistical 
Account: 
Vol X 1794 
Dailly
p.53



In this parish, which was anciently of much greater extent, there 
were several chapels. There was one dedicated to St. Machar, 
and named from him Machri-Kil, which stood on a rivulet about 
half-a-mile north-west from the old castle of Kilkerran, at a place 
which still bears the name of Machrikil, where the ruins of the 
chapel are extant.

Repeated in Paterson, ‘History of the County of Ayr’ Vol. 1, 1847 p.373

Chalmers Caledonia, 1824



There was a church dedicated to St Machar & named from him Machri Kil 
which stood on a rivulet about half a mile north west from the old Castle 
Kilkerran at a place which still bears the name of Machrikil. Pattersons History 
of Ayr 

There is no trace of the building except a remarkable stone which is supposed 
to have been the baptismal font

Machri-Kil
Machri-Kil
Machri-Kil
MachryKiln
Machrikil
Machrykill

OS Name Book Entry, 1852



Archaeological & Historical Collections of Ayr and Wigtown 1883, Vol. III, pp 99-106 



1982



Why implicate St. 
Ciarán?



Machrikill

Kilkerran Castle

Old Dailly - Dail Mhaol Chiaráin
Or Dail mo Chiaráin

Kilkerran CastleBalmaclannochan > Kilkerran

Dalquharrane



https://canmore.org.uk/site/40860/kilkerran-castle



Dail Mhaol Chiaráin Dailly



Dail Mhaol Chiaráin Dailly



Dalmakeran 1236
Dalmakeran 1306
Dalmakerane 1306
Dalmakerran 1306

Dalmulkerane 1404
Ballmekeran 1306

Dail Mhaol Chiaráin
Dail mo Chiaráin

Daly from 1490

Question: How do we get from
Dalmulkerane to Daly in one 
bound (or 84 years!)?





Would the 
real St. Ciarán 
please stand 

up?

Ciarán mac an t-Saeir of Cluain Mhic Nois
who died in 549 (Watson CPNS 187)

Ciarán of Saigir (pre-Patrick?)

Heritage Ireland

Ciarán of Saigir (pre-Patrick?) is Watson’s other
possibility from 22 other saintly Ciaráns on 
record.





Machrikil/Machair na Cille
or Machaire Cille



Drumwhirn/Druim a’ Chùirn



Machrikil 1856 OS1 Machrikil 1894 OS2

Tenant, Couper supposedly destroyed the site (rectangular building 13’ long, 8 or 9’ wide) 1850.But looks as though
 still evident in 1856 but fenced in by 1894.



Machrikil 1894 OS2 and LIDAR

LIDAR reflects the enclosure with odd quincunx pattern– coincidentally resembling the OS antiquity symbol







David & Susan Hunter + volunteers 1982





St Martin’s Cross, Iona









Dalchorane 1324
Dallochorane 1404
Dalecarne 1415
Dalquharane 1538
Dalquhorrane 1538
Dalquhorrane 1538
Dalquhorrane 1538
Dalquhorane 1539
Dalquharne 1540
Dalquharrane 1542
Dalquharrane 1542
Dalchorane 1545
Dalchouane 1546
Dalchouane 1546
Dalchorrane 1548
Dalchorran 1551
Dalchorrane 1552
Dalquhorrane 1552
Dalchorrane 1553
Dalchorane 1554
Dalchorran 1554
Dalquharren 1554

Dail Chiaráin? 
https://saintsplaces.gla.ac.uk/place.php?id=1362420329

Dalquharran is presumably the same name as 
Dalmakerran, the alternative name for the 
parish of Dailly

The saints DB doesn’t mention Machrikil.

Dail a’ Chorainn fits better?

https://saintsplaces.gla.ac.uk/place.php?id=1362420329


Dalquharran < Dail a’ Chorrain ‘holm of the promontory’?



Balmaclannochan
Baile Mhic ‘Ille Onchan

Killochan/
Cill Onchan



Ballenclonochans 1329

Balmaclennochan 1329

Bellinclennochennis 1329

Ballemaclewnekana 1364

Balmaclewhane 1371

Balmaclewhane 1371

Balemaclawnathan 1383

Barmaclannochane 1528

Baile Mhic ‘Ille Onchan
Bàrr Mhic ‘Ille Onchan

Onchú
Clonmore, County Carlow, Leinster
(Watson CPNS 188)

Also nearby Killochan, Cill Onchan

MacClannochan is a reasonably frequent SW surname



Sequence

Cill Ciarán centre of a cult of St. Ciarán (of Cluain Mhic Nóis?)

Field in which the cell was located called Machair na Cille/Machaire Cille

Parish named for a devotee of Ciarán/the saint himself – Dail Mhaol Chiaráin 
or Dail mo Chiaráin

Nearby Fergusson 15th C towerhouse was named from the cell –Kilkerran

Fergussons took over Balmaclannochan in the late16th C and re-named it 
Kilkerran after their towerhouse.

Machair na Cille connection with Ciarán was forgotten and the ruins 
associated with St Machar due to the superficial similarity with the word 
machair. 
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